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Preface

With this issue of the Swiss American Historical Review we present to
our readers Ellen Camey ' s delightful memoirs of her childhood in
Switzerland, as well as the reviews of three interesting books reviewed by
Dr. Jurg Siegenthaler , Professor Emeritus at American University, Mario
von Moos of St. Gallen, and myself. We also include information about
historical sites of interest to Swiss Americans and friends of Switzerland, as
well as a calendar of events which we trust will prove to be useful to you all.
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind all our readers that
we continue to search for a probably lost valuable manuscript written by the
Swiss botanist and sociologist Leo Lesquereux during the summer of 1850.
We currently have 27 chapters of Lesquereux's work entitled Letters from
America, soon to be published by the Swiss American Historical Society.
We have serious reason to believe that additional beautifully written
chapters of this book were lost, probably at an inn on the Cumberland River
at Dover, Tennessee run by the innkeeper RT. Daniels, in September 1850,
during Lesquereux ' s return trip from his tour of the South to his home in
Columbus, Ohio.
When I last alerted you to this mystery in the February , 2005 issue, we
had only knowledge of Lesquereux's itinerary through the South up to his
visit to Lookout Mountain, Tennessee in May, 1850.
Since then, I have received important letters from the state archives of
Tennessee and Ohio which have given us significant additional clues useful
in solving this puzzle. Moreover, by scouring the libraries of geology,
botany and Tennessee history at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville, I
was able to further reconstruct this fascinating story. The following is what
we now know about Lesquereux ' s Southern tour-information which was
previously unknown-as a result ofmy and Dr. Donald Tritt's labors:
We have discovered from newly found correspondence with Professor
William Starling Sullivant of Columbus, Ohio, that Lesquereux arrived at
Van Buren, Georgia near Lookout Mountain on May 12th, 1850. He left the
Lookout Mountain area on May 22"\ 1850 and traveled south to Rome,
Georgia. He then traveled east to Clarkesville , Georgia and then farther east,
by hired private carriage, in early June, 1850 to Pickens, South Carolina, a
summer retreat for coastal planters, where he stayed with a plantation owner
whom he describes as "my host."
We also discovered that Lesquereux had told his family in Ohio to write
to him at Knoxville, Tennessee, where he planned to arrive by June 15th,
1850. From additional correspondence of Sullivant, we know that after he
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left Pickens, Lesquereux traveled back to Tennessee through the mountain s
of western North Carolina.
Finally we are now certain that Lesquereux returned to Nashville ,
Tennessee in early September, 1850, shortly after the death of his venerable
colleague the Nashville resident Dr. Gerard Troost , which occurred on
August 141\ 1850.
The above is the new information we have recently retrieved , but the
story remains enigmatic . The big mystery for historians in 2006 is why Leo
Lesquereux decided to remain so long in the Knoxville , Tennessee area,
from mid-June, 1850 until mid-August 1850. What was there in Knoxville
in the summer of 1850 that would have caused Lesquereux to linger there
two additional months. He tells us in the letter of May 12th that he was eager
to return home to his family, yet he decided to remain in Knoxville for two
months in June, July and August , 1850. What kept Lesquereux in Knoxville
for two months? I believe that it was the writing of a beautiful and exciting
book about the Cherokee and the fabled heroes of Tennessee and the
Carolinas , such as Daniel Boone, Nathaniel Greene, Sam Houston, Davy
Crockett, and the compassionate Pocahontas of Tennessee, the Cherokee
Princess Nancy Ward, a kind of southern Last of the Mohicans. These
stories are all well known to the residents of this region of East Tennessee,
and in Knoxville Lesquereux would have heard all about them.
During this summer 1850 Knoxville period Lesquereux probably
resided with Professor Richard Owen Currey, the then chairman of the
department of chemistry at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville , the
most eminent geologist of the age, or possibly with his fellow Swiss citizen
Professor Henri Erni, who replaced Professor Currey as head of the
University of Tennessee science department in September , 1850. The
history books tell us that this antebellum period in the history of the
University of Tennessee was an academic golden age, with brilliant scholar s
and scientists being invited to teach at Knoxville from all over the United
States and Europe. Therefore Lesquereux would have found the ambiance in
Knoxville during the summer of 1850 indeed stimulating and edifying .
During his brief September , 1850 stay in Nashville, Lesquereux might well
have stayed at the home of Professor James Merrill Safford, the successor of
Dr. Troost and a professor of botany and geology at Cumberland University
near Nashville.
The reason that neither Dr. Tritt nor I can solve this mystery despite our
Herculean efforts is because we cannot find the correspondence describing
Lesquereux ' s activities during June, July and August 1850 in South
Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee , although he tells us in the letter of
May 21'\ 1850 from Lookout Mountain, Georgia that Professor Sullivant
had asked him to write to him often during his southern expedition. So
where then is this abundant Lesquereux-Sullivant correspondence; the last
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letter we possess is dated May 21st, 1850, but apparently lying hidden
somewhere in some archive there are many more such letters from the
summer of 1850.
I personally scoured the Sullivant family collection at the Ohio State
Archives but could not find the elusive 1850 letters between Lesquereux and
Sullivant. Of course, I could have overlooked something.
You our readers can be extremely helpful to us in our search because
many of the pertinent documents which would shed light on this mystery are
located in widely scattered places, unattainable by myself or by Dr. Donald
Tritt, but close to some of you.
For example, we need to know more about the summer 1850
correpondence between Leo Lesquereux and Professor William Starling
Sullivant and Lesquereux's family in Columbus, Ohio, probably housed at
the Ohio State Archives or possibly now even in private hands. Readers
knowing the descendants of Leo Lesquereux in Ohio and elsewhere can
obviously be helpful in this regard.
We need to know more about Lesquereux' s correspondence with
Professors Louis Agassiz, Asa Gray and Thomas P. James at Harvard
University, housed at the Farlow Library and at the Ernst Mayr Library at
Harvard.
It would also be extremely helpful to know the contents of Lesquereux' s
extensive correspondence with Henry Nicholas Bolander, housed at the
Bancroft Library in Berkeley, California. In some of these letters there could
be references to Lesquereux's activities in Knoxville during the summer of
1850.
It will be impossible for the Swiss American Historical Society to solve
this mystery unless the above letters are thoroughly explored. Therefore, if
you reside in the Columbus, Cambridge, or San Francisco regions, I would
be deeply grateful if you could search through the above mentioned
documents looking for references to Leo Lesquereux' s activities in South
Carolina, North Carolina, and Tennessee during 1850. In addition,
regardless of whether the lost book is found, it is important that a historical
society such as ours clarify this vague period in Leo Lesquereux's life.
While many authors have written biographical articles about Lesquereux,
none have really clarified what Lesquereux was doing between May, 1850
and 1852.
A final extremely important source of information about the lost book
would be Lesquereux's 1850 correspondence with his friends back in his
hometown of Neuchatel, Switzerland. These would include: Arnold Guyot,
August Agassiz, Madame Agassiz of Hauterive on the Lake of Neuchatel,
whom he considered to be a mother, the Neuchatel scientists Desor, Vogt,
Nicolet, Somel, the scientist Vaucheron of Mtihlhausen, Professor Schimper
of Strasbourg, the Baron von Gersdorf with whom he explored the
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Tiiringenwald, and his close friend Thomas C. Porter, Professor of Botany at
Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania.
If you are descended from any of these Swiss and German scientists , or
if you are a genealogist who has access to their family records and letters , I
would be deeply, deeply grateful if you would check letters bearing
postmarks between 1850 and 1860 to see if they do contain any references
to Lesquereux's literary activities in the American South circa 1850. The
discovery of references in such letters written by Leo Lesquereux to the
Indians, heroes and history of the American South would essentially prove
that the elusive book we seek truly does exist, and would justify the
involvement of a research team from the Smithsonian Institution. Any such
relevant information should be sent to me here in Madisonville, Tennessee.

Dwight Page, Editor, SAHS Review
Madisonville , Tennessee
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